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The achievements of the state universities in the past six years in meeting and surpassing performance 

metrics have positioned the State University System to further advance and strengthen.  To promote 

and accelerate continued excellence in state university performance, the Board has adopted a new and 

exciting structure to frame and support future legislative funding requests for the SUS.  The tripartite 

approach emphasizes three distinctive Pillars of Excellence that will provide the opportunity for the SUS 

to request state funding to support state universities to achieve in three areas of excellence: 

Performance-based Funding, Preeminence/National Rankings Funding, and Universities of Distinction.  

See Table 2. 
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The Board of Governors recognizes the tremendous impact of the Performance-based Funding Model 

and the Preeminence Funding program on the State University System’s rise to national prominence 

and fully supports the statutory process that enables state universities to pursue and achieve 

preeminence. Moving forward, the Board will increasingly provide clarity and significance to the 

SYSTEM as one cohesive entity and, at the same time, will continue to recognize and support the 

unique mission and strengths of each of the 12 state universities. 

 

The Board of Governors has proposed a 2020-21 legislative budget request for the State University 

System for the three Pillars of Excellence.  The Pillars of Excellence will serve to prioritize the academic 

performance and strength of the System, while enabling each university to promote and request funding 

to advance their individual strategic goals and core competencies that address the Board’s Strategic 

Plan. 
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